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2020 NRCS EQIP PROGRAM
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The USDA Alamogordo Service Center will be closed:
January 1 - New Year’s , January 20 - Martin Luther King Jr,
February 17 - Presidents Day
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Alamogordo, NM 88310
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EQIP provides financial and technical assistance to agricultural producers in
order to address natural resource concerns and deliver
environmental benefits such as improved water and air quality,
conserved ground and surface water, reduced soil erosion and
sedimentation or improved or created wildlife habitat.
Eligible program participants receive financial and technical
assistance to implement conservation practices, or
activities like conservation planning, that address natural
resource concerns on their land. Payments are made to
participants after conservation practices and activities identified
in an EQIP plan of operations are implemented. Contracts can last up to ten years.
Agricultural producers and owners of non-industrial private forestland and Tribes
are eligible to apply for EQIP. Eligible land includes cropland, rangeland,
pastureland, non-industrial private forestland and other farm or ranch lands.
Socially disadvantaged, beginning and limited resource farmers, Indian tribes and
veterans are eligible for an increased payment rate and may receive advance
payment of up to 50 percent to purchase materials and services needed to
implement conservation practices included in their EQIP contract.
Applicants must: Control or own eligible land; Comply with adjusted gross income
limitation (AGI) provisions; Be in compliance with the highly erodible land and
wetland conservation requirements; and develop an NRCS EQIP plan of
operations.

“Helping People Help the Land”

We are online! Check us out on the web @ oteroswcd.org/

Winter 2020
Join CoCoRaHS Today!

Otero County Cooperative Extension Service
provides information and workshops to help
producers address crop issues.

Navel Orangeworm and Pecan Weevil Workshop February 25th. Three CEU’s approved.
Otero County is the largest Pistachio producing ounty in the State of New Mexico. Water, soil and pest
management are constant obstacles in Pistachio production in our County. Navel orangeworm, an insect
pest of fruits and nuts, has been a problem for California growers since the 1940s and has found its way to
New Mexico. Because the insect can cause serious damage to a pistachio grower's crop and neighboring
pistachio crops if left untreated, the insect is of economic importance to all pistachio growers in New Mexico.
The New Mexico pecan industry is important to the state’s economy, and New Mexico Department of
Agriculture officials remind the public of the Pecan Weevil Quarantine Rule that affects movement of in-shell
pecans. Last November, the Pecan Weevil Interior Quarantine Rule went into effect. The rule establishes
quarantine areas, restrictions and treatment options. Quarantined areas include Eddy, Lea and Chaves
Counties. The interior rule is an addition to New Mexico’s Pecan Weevil Exterior Quarantine Rule enacted in
1997. The exterior rule restricts the movement of in-shell pecans originating in all states except Arizona,
California and the Texas counties of El Paso and Hudspeth, as well as parts of Culberson County.

CoCoRaHS is an acronym for the
Community Collaborative Rain, Hail
and Snow Network. It is a unique, nonprofit, community-based network of
volunteers of all ages and
backgrounds working together to
measure and map precipitation (rain,
hail and snow). By using low-cost measurement tools, stressing
training and education, and utilizing an interactive Web-site, they aim
is to provide the highest quality data for natural resource, education
and research applications in all fifty states.
CoCoRaHS is a practical, enjoyable and useful
activity. If you have an interest in weather and
would like to help your local community, as well
as scientists and others interested in
precipitation, then CoCoRaHS is for you. It only
takes a few minutes a day and gives you the
chance to participate in real hands-on science. You’ll be amazed at what you learn
as you become more aware of the variable weather that impacts you, your
neighbors, your state and our entire country.

Noxious Weeds, Brush Control & Soil Health Workshop March 24th. Two CEU’s approved.
Ranchers and farmers across New Mexico are often challenged with the control of everything from salt cedar
to starthistle. Weeds and brush can outcompete beneficial grasses, heighten fire danger and increase water
usage on parched lands. This workshop will provide participants with the knowledge and skills to properly
identify noxious weeds and develop strategies for treatment and control.

NRCS EQIP PROGRAM

Soil provides an important ecosystem service that supports crop production, of which humans and many
animals rely on for subsistence. Soil health is the capacity of the soil to function effectively and provide
ecosystem services on a sustainable basis. A healthy soil not only supports crop production, but is less prone
to erosion.

Contact Sid Gordon @
575-437-0231 for more information.
Registration will be available soon.
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